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SIGHTS ARE CONCENTRATED IN THE SUMIDA NEIGHBORHOOD
SUCH AS TOKYO’S MAIN SUMO STADIUM RYOGOKU KOKUGIKAN.

SOUTHERN TOKYO
WITH ITS NUMEROUS SKYSCRAPERS AND DEPARTMENT STORES,
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SOUTHERN TOKYO IS ONE OF THE CITY’S HIPPER AREAS. THIS
YOUNGER DISTRICT IS HOME TO THE LATEST FASHION, ENTERTAINMENT, FOOD AND TRENDS IN JAPAN.

WESTERN TOKYO
WESTERN TOKYO IS THE MOST POPULATED AREA, MOST ACTIVELY

26

CHANGING, AND THE MOST VIBRANT AND STYLISH AREA IN TOKYO.
IT IS THE DEFINITION OF THE CITY THAT NEVER SLEEPS.

A JOURNEY THROUGH THE FOUR MAJOR REGIONS
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WHEN PEOPLE THINK OF TOKYO THEY THINK OF A MEGALOPOLIS OF
MODERN SKYSCRAPERS. THAT’S A PRETTY ACCURATE DESCRIPTION
OF MOST OF TOKYO. THE EXCEPTION TO THIS ARE THE NORTHERN
NEIGHBORHOODS OF ASAKUSA AND UENO.
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THE KIMONO IS A
JAPANESE TRADITIONAL
GARMENT. THE WORD
"KIMONO" TRANSLATES
TO "THING TO WEAR."
天守寺に入る直前の門、ホゾモン門。
THE HOZOMON GATE, THE INNER GATE JUST BEFORE REACHING THE SENSOJI TEMPLE.

SENSOJI TEMPLE
The Sensoji Temple that is Tokyo’s most
sacred and spectacular temple. But there’s
much more than just the temple itself: the
temple is surrounded by gardens, shrines,
as well as a little street (Nakamise-Dori)
which is one of the top places to pick up
souvenirs in Tokyo.
The temple area is worth visiting
not just in the day but also at night when its
lanterns are lit up. The temple was founded
in 628, making it the oldest temple in Tokyo.
Around 30 million visitors from Japan and
abroad visit the temple every year.Many
people believe that the Asakusa Kannon
deity enshrined here has the ability to bestow benefits on earth.
It was at the center of Edo culture
in Tokyo. “Edo” is what Tokyo was called
and the period from 1603–1867 referring
to the final period of traditional Japan under which it was ruled by the Shoguns from
what is today Tokyo.

上：天守寺（昼と夜）、右下：仲見世通り（寺院への入り口に並ぶ小さな通り）と、浅草寺を囲む小さな近所。
ABOVE: THE SENSOJI TEMPLE (DAY AND NIGHT), RIGHT AND BELOW: NAKAMISE DORI (THE LITTLE STREET THAT LINES THE ENTRY WAY TO THE TEMPLE) AND THE SMALL
NEIGHBORHOOD SURROUNDING THE SENSOJI TEMPLE.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD SURROUNDING THE SENSOJI TEMPLE AND RICKSHAW TAXI DRIVER.
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Dominating the entrance to the temple is the
Kaminarimon or "Thunder Gate." This imposing Buddhist structure features a massive paper lantern dramatically painted in
vivid red and black tones to suggest thunderclouds and lightning. Beyond the Kaminarimon is Nakamise-dori with its shops,
followed by the Hozomon or "Treasure
House Gate" which provides the entrance
to the inner complex. Within the precincts
stand a stately five-story pagoda and the
main hall, devoted to Kannon.

北部の東京
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THE 'R RESTAURANT
& BAR' FOUND ON
THE 13TH FLOOR OF
ASAKUSA'S GATE HOTEL,
BOASTS A SUPERB
OUTDOOR TERRACE
THAT OFFERS A RATHER
STUNNING VIEWS OF
THE SKYTREE AND THE
SURROUNDING AREA.

上：東京スカイツリーと周辺のエリア、展望台からの視点。以下：のベースのビュー。
ABOVE: THE TOKYO SKYTREE AND SURROUNDING AREA AND VIEWPOINT FROM THE OBSERVATION DECK. BELOW: VIEWS OF THE BASE OF THE SKYTREE.

SKYTREE
A pleasant 15-20 minute walk from the
Sensoji Temple, crossing the Sumida River,
is the Tokyo Skytree. It is the highest tower
in the world with a full height of 634 meters.
Tourists can go to 2 observation decks, one
at 350m and another at 450m). The views
are spectacular. You can even see Mt. Fuji
far in the distance. Seeing Tokyo's cityscape from this perspective you can see
how incredibly huge the city is.
The Tokyo Skytree is a broadcasting, restaurant and observation tower
in Sumida, Tokyo, Japan. It became the tallest structure in Japan in 2010. The tower is

the primary television and radio broadcast
site for the Kanto region; the older Tokyo
Tower no longer gives complete digital
terrestrial television broadcasting coverage because it is surrounded by high-rise
buildings blocking select signals.
The 'Skytree Fast Ticket' is recommended if you wish to skip the approximately 1.5 hour line. You need to have your
passport with you.

北部の東京
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On entry the visitor is plunged into a replicated old Edo, crossing a life-size replica of
the Nihonbashi Bridge. From here you look
out over a vast space that resembles more
an indoor version of a theme park than a
traditional halls-and-corridors museum.
The extensive Edo section of the
museum follows into modernized pre-War
Japan presented in compellingly real detail
and atmosphere. Especially recommended
is the section dealing with Tokyo during the
Second World War. Perhaps best of all, all
exhibits have at least some English explanation, notable for their balanced and often
politically enlightened commentary.
The Edo-Tokyo Museum usually
has a special exhibition running in addition to the permanent exhibition, covering
some aspect of Tokyo's history, art, geography etc. Special exhibitions are charged
for separately from the permanent exhibition, but a combination ticket is available
with a considerably reduced permanent
exhibition entry fee. The musuem's hours
are from 9:30am - 5:30pm, but open until 7:30pm on Saturday. The museum is
closed on Monday. Admission is 600 yen
for adults, 300 yen for children.

上：東京江戸博物館の外観とその周辺、右：室内の展示品と博物館の芸術。
ABOVE: THE TOKYO-EDO MUSEUM EXTERIOR AND SURROUNDING AREAS, RIGHT: INTERIOR EXHIBITONS AND ART OF THE MUSEUM.

EDO MUSEUM
The Edo-Tokyo Museum is housed in a
unique looking building in the Ryogoku
district. The museum's permanent exhibition vividly illustrates the past of Tokyo
(known as Edo until 1869) through its exhibits and covers many features of japan's
capital from the Edo Period to relatively
recent decades.
In an interactive way, visitors are
able to experience and learn about various
aspects of earlier Tokyo, such as the way of
life of people, Edo Period architecture, cultural heritage, political climate, commercial
situation and more.

Through numerous models of towns, figurines and life-sized figures, the museum
makes it interesting to find out about how
towns were constructed in the past.
The museum also offers many
good picture taking opportunities, for
example with vehicles and items previously used. Voluntary guides speaking in
English and other languages are available
from 10:00 to 15:00. In addition to the permanent exhibition, special exhibitions are
held periodically on varying, Tokyo related
themes. Furthermore, the museum has a
sister museum in the western suburbs of
Tokyo, the Edo-Tokyo Open Air Museum,
which preserves and exhibits multiple historic buildings.

FURTHER EXPERIENCE
THE EDO PERIOD BY
DINING AT KOMAGATA
DOZEU, A 200-YEAR-OLD
ASAKUSA RESTAURANT.
BUT BE READY TO BE
ADVENTOUROUS AS THE
CUISINE IS AS OLD AS
THE INSTITUTION.
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EASTERN TOKYO IS LARGELY RESIDENTIAL AND INDUSTRIAL. MOST
SIGHTS ARE CONCENTRATED IN THE SUMIDA NEIGHBORHOOD SUCH
AS TOKYO’S MAIN SUMO STADIUM RYOGOKU KOKUGIKAN.

東部の東京
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AKIHABARA
Akihabara, also called Akiba after a former
local shrine, is a district in central Tokyo that
is famous for its many electronics shops. In
more recent years, Akihabara has gained
recognition as the center of Japan's otaku
(diehard fan) culture, and many shops and
establishments devoted to anime and manga are now dispersed among the electronic
stores in the district. On Sundays, Chuo
Dori, the main street through the district,
is closed to car traffic from 13:00 to 18:00
(until 17:00 from October through March).
Akihabara has been undergoing
major redevelopment over the years, including the renovation and expansion of
Akihabara Station and the construction of
new buildings in its proximity. Among these
newly opened buildings were a huge Yodobashi electronics store and the Akihabara
Crossfield, a business complex with the
aim of promoting Akihabara as a center for
global electronics technology and trade.
The area is home to hundreds of
electronics shops, ranging from tiny oneman stalls specializing in components of
electronics to large electronics retailers,
that line the main Chuo Dori street and the
crowded side streets around Akihabara.
They offer everything from the newest
computers, cameras, televisions, mobile
phones, electronics parts and/or in home
appliances to second-hand goods and
electronic junk.

A few chain stores such as Sofmap and
Laox each operate multiple specialized
branches along the main roads, while small
independent shops can be found in the side
streets. The only mega sized store is the
Yodobashi Camera complex on the east
side of the station.
Note that some of the electronics
on sale are only intended for use in Japan
due to voltage and other technical differences, Japanese language documentation
and limited warranties. However, several
stores also feature a selection of international models intended for overseas use,
and most also offer tax free shopping to
foreign tourists.

大きく：日中の秋葉原地区を通る中央通り、右：夜の中央通りのパノラマ, 小さい：ソフトドリンクを販売するゲームセンターや自動販売機。
LARGER: CHUO DORI, THE MAIN STREET THROUGH THE DISTRICT OF AKIHABARA DURING THE DAY, RIGHT: PANORAMA OF CHUO DORI AT NIGHT,
秋
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RIGHT: RADIO KAIKAN: RADIO KAIKAN IS ONE OF AKIHABARA'S ICONIC LANDMARKS

SMALLER: GAME CENTER AND VENDING MACHINES SELLING SOFT DRINKS.

RADIO KAIKAN IS ICONIC
AND FEATURES MORE
THAN 30 STORES SELLING ELECTRONICS AND
OTHER ANIME RELATED
GOODS, FIGURINES AND
COLLECTIBLES.

LEFT: INNER MARKET WHERE MOST OF THE WHOLESALE BUSINESS AND TAKES PLACE.
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TSUKIJI MARKET
The Tsukiji Fish Market is a large wholesale market for fish, fruits and vegetables
in central Tokyo. It is the most famous of
over ten wholesale markets that handle the
distribution of food and flowers in Tokyo.
Tsukiji Market is best known as one of the
world's largest fish markets, handling over
2,000 tons of marine products per day.
The sight of the many kinds of
fresh seafood and the busy atmosphere of
scooters, trucks, sellers and buyers hurrying around, make Tsukiji Market a major
tourist attractions. In fact, the number of
visitors have increased enough over the
recent years becoming a growing problem
to the course of business, as the aging market's infrastructure was not anticipated to
serve as a tourist spot.
Tsukiji Market consists of an inner market where most of the wholesale
business and the famous tuna auctions take
place, and an outer market whose retail
shops and restaurants cater to the public.
A few restaurants are also found around
the inner market. In order to avoid interference with business, a number of different
rules should be followed when visiting the
different areas of the market: The number
of visitors to the tuna auction is limited to
120 per day, the maximum number which
the market's infrastructure can handle.
Tourists, who wish to see the auction, have
to apply at the Osakana Fukyu Center (Fish
Information Center) at the Kachidoki Gate,
starting from 5:00am (or earlier on busy
days) on a first-come, first-serve basis. A
first group of 60 visitors will be admitted to
the auction between 5:25 and 5:50, while a
second group of 60 visitors will be admitted between 5:50 and 6:15.

Visitors usually start lining up hours before
5am, and the maximum number is likely to
be exceeded, in which case later arriving
visitors will not be able to see the auction.
Successful applicants will be able to view
the auction from a designated visitor area.
It is not allowed to view the auction from
anywhere else or to use flash photography
or to interfere with the business action in
any other way. The wholesale area consists of hundreds of small stands in a large,
crowded hall, where buyers and sellers
hurry along narrow lanes with their carts
and trucks. It is an exciting area for tourists to view and photograph the fish and the
action, but it is also an area where tourists
are likely to interfere with the professionals
at work on the docks.
Consequently, in order to prevent
accidents and interference with business,
tourists are not allowed into the wholesale
area before 10am, when the peak of the
business activities take place. Even when
visiting after 10am, tourists are asked to
refrain from bringing any luggage into the
market and to be constantly alert of what is
happening around them to avoid blocking
traffic which could cause problems.

東部の東京

Instead of visiting the inner market, tourists are encouraged to visit Tsukiji's outer
market, which is located just adjacent to
the inner market and caters to the public. The outer market consists of a few
blocks of small retail shops and restaurants
crowded along narrow lanes. Here you can
find all sorts of food related goods, knives
and fresh seafood and produce for sale in
smaller (than wholesale) portions.
A visit to Tsukiji Market is best
combined with a fresh sushi breakfast or
lunch at one of the local restaurants. There

are restaurants both in the inner and outer
market area, which are typically open from
5:00 in the morning to around noon or at
the latest early afternoon.
Tsukiji Market is just above Tsukiji
Shijo Station on the Oedo Subway Line. It
can be reached in a five minute walk from
Tsukiji Station on the Hibiya Subway Line.
The closest JR station is Shimbashi, from
where you can walk to the market in about
15 minutes. The Outer Market varies by
shop, but is typically open from 5:00 to
14:00 in the afternoon.

ABOVE: "TURRET TRUCKS" TRANSPORTING GOODS AROUND THE FISH MARKET. BELOW: FAMOUS TUNA AUCTIONS WITHIN THE INNER MARKET.
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The Wholesale Area is open to all visitors
after 10:00am. Lastly, the Tuna Auction is
open to visitors from 5:25am to 6:15am (restricted to 120 visitors/day).

"OSUSHI" IS THE POLITE
OR FORMAL JAPANESE
PRONUNCIATION OF
"SUSHI", WHICH IS
A POPULAR DISH IN
JAPAN CONSISTING OF
RICE, RAW FISH, AND
OTHER INGREDIENTS
COMPACTED INTO A
SERIES OF ROLLS.

寿司一葉は、このショットの左に見ることができる小さな施設です。
SUSHI ICHIBA, THE SMALL ESTABLISHMENT THAT YOU CAN SEE ON THE LEFT OF THIS SHOT.

上：市場で商品を運ぶ「タレットトラック」。以下：インナーマーケット内での巨大なオークのオークション。
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KOISHIKAWA
leads around to prescribed viewpoints
from which visitors are meant to view the
garden, which despite the relatively unobtrusive modern backdrop of Tokyo Dome
and other buildings in the distance, remains
a beautiful and natural escape from Tokyo's
urban sprawl. Koishikawa Korakuen is a
5-10 minute walk from Iidabashi Station
and is open from 9:00 to 17:00.

VISIT IN FEBRUARY OR
MARCH TO ENJOY THE
ANNUAL PLUM FESTIVAL.
THE JAPANESE PLUM,
SOMETIMES REFERRED
TO AS JAPANESE
APRICOT, HAS PLAYED
AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN
JAPANESE CULTURE FOR
MANY CENTURIES.
上：小石川公園の池の眺め、下：公園の空景。
ABOVE: VIEW OF POND IN KOISHIKAWA KORAKUEN, BELOW: SKY VIEW OF THE PARK.

春
の
桜。

ABOVE: CHERRY BLOSSOMS IN THE SPRING. BELOW: YOUNG GIRL COLLECTING FALLEN BLOSSOMS.

Koishikawa Korakuen is one of Tokyo's
oldest and best Japanese gardens. It was
built in the early Edo Period (1600-1867) at
the Tokyo residence of the Mito branch of
the ruling Tokugawa family. Like its namesake in Okayama, the garden was named
Korakuen after a poem that encouraged a
ruler to enjoy pleasure only after achieving
happiness for his people. Koishikawa is the
district in which the garden is located in.
Like most traditional Japanese
gardens, Koishikawa Korakuen attempts to
reproduce famous landscapes in miniature,
using ponds, stones, trees and manmade
hills to replicate both Japanese and Chinese scenery. A network of walking trails
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上：虹の庭の写真を撮ってみましょう。
ABOVE: VISITORS TAKE PHOTOS OF AN IRIS GARDEN, BELOW: ALTERNATE VIEW OF POND
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WITH ITS NUMEROUS SKYSCRAPERS AND DEPARTMENT STORES,
SOUTHERN TOKYO IS ONE OF THE CITY’S HIPPER AREAS. THIS
YOUNGER DISTRICT IS HOME TO THE LATEST FASHION, ENTERTAINMENT, FOOD AND TRENDS IN JAPAN.

南方の東京

SOUTHERN TOKYO
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南方の東京

二十一

SOUTHERN TOKYO

様々な土産物店、カフェ、レストラン、屋内遊園地「ワンピースタワー」を収蔵する「フットタウン」ビルディング。
"FOOT TOWN" BUILDING, WHICH HOUSES A VARIETY OF SOUVENIR SHOPS, CAFES, RESTAURANTS AND THE ONE PIECE TOWER, AN INDOOR AMUSEMENT PARK.

TOKYO TOWER
Standing 333 meters high in the center of
Tokyo, Tokyo Tower is the world's tallest,
self-supported steel tower and thirteen
meters taller than its model, the Eiffel Tower.
A symbol of Japan's post-war rebirth as a
major economic power, Tokyo Tower was
temporarily the country's tallest structure
from its completion in 1958 until 2012 when
it was surpassed by the Tokyo Skytree. In
addition to being a popular tourist spot,
Tokyo Tower serves as a broadcast antenna for the city.
The tower's main observatory
at 150 meters is reached via elevator or a
600-step staircase (both paid). Thanks to
the tower's central location, the observatory offers an interesting view of the city
despite being only at a relatively moderate height. There are also some "lookdown
windows" in the floor to stand on and a
souvenir shop and a cafe where visitors can
enjoy refreshments.

左上：観測デッキからのルックダウンウィンドウ、右上：東京タワーベースとその周辺の景色。
TOP LEFT: LOOKDOWN WINDOWS FROM OBSERVATION DECK, TOP RIGHT: VIEW OF TOKYO TOWER BASE AND SURROUNDING AREAS.
BELOW: VIEW FROM TOKYO TOWER OBSERVATION DECK INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR.

SKYLINE VIEW OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD SURROUNDING THE TOKYO TOWER.
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A second set of elevators connect the main
observatory to the 250 meter high special
observatory, from where you can get a
bird's eye view of Tokyo from high above
the surrounding buildings. The special observatory is the third highest observation
deck in Tokyo. When visibility is good,
the visitors can see the Tokyo Skytree and
Mount Fuji in the distance.
The closest subway stations to
Tokyo Tower are Onarimon Station on the
Mita Subway Line, Akabanebashi Station
on the Oedo Subway Line and Kamiyacho
on the Hibiya Subway Line, which are all
about a 5-10 minute walk from the tower.
The tower is open daily from 9:00 to 23:00
(entry until 22:30).

/
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THE SKY LOUNGE
"STELLAR GARDEN" HAS
AN EXPANSIVE VIEW
OF THE TOKYO AREA.
UNWIND WITH COCKTAILS AND WINE WITH
A GREAT VIEW OF THE
TOWER AT NIGHT.

南方の東京
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SOUTHERN TOKYO
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AQUACITY IS A SHOPPING MALL ON ODIABA
FEATURING VARIOUS
STORES, BOUTIQUES,
RESTAURANTS, CAFES
AND A 13 SCREEN CINEMA COMPLEX. THERE
ARE ALSO NICE VIEWS
TO BE HAD OF THE
RAINBOW BRIDGE FROM
THE WOODEN DECK
OUTSIDE THE MALL.

ダイバーシティ・トーキョープラザ、お台場のパナラマビュー。自由の女神、お台場のスカイラインの眺め。
TOP LEFT: DIVER CITY TOKYO PLAZA ACCOMPANIED BY THE LARGE GUNDAM STATUE FROM THE POPULAR ANIME SERIES, RIGHT: PANARAMA VIEW OF ODAIBA.
LOWER LEFT: SMALL SCALE COPY OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY AND VIEW OF RAINBOW BRIDGE, LOWER RIGHT: VIEW OF ODAIBA'S SKYLINE, NOTALBLY THE FIJI TV BUILDING.

ODAIBA
Odaiba is a popular shopping and entertainment district on a man made island in
Tokyo Bay. It originated as a set of small
man made fort islands (daiba literally means
"fort"), which were built towards the end of
the Edo Period (1603-1868) to protect Tokyo against possible attacks from the sea
and specifically in response to the gunboat
diplomacy of Commodore Perry.
More than a century later, the
small islands were joined into larger islands
by massive landfills, and Tokyo began a
spectacular development project aimed to
turn the islands into a futuristic residential

and business district. Odaiba developed
into one of Tokyo's most popular tourist attractions and date spots with a wide
selection of shopping, dining and leisure
options. The island is home to some bold
architectural creations, such as the Fuji TV
Building, Telecom Center and Tokyo Big
Sight. Odaiba also includes a small beach
area that offers an escape from the bustling
city to relax and enjoy the cities skyline.

南方の東京

SOUTHERN TOKYO
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The Tokyo City View observation deck
is one of Tokyo's best. When the weather
permits, views can also be enjoyed from an
open-air deck on the rooftop. Also located
on Mori Tower's top floors is the Mori Art
Museum, a modern art museum with a focus on new artistic ideas and contemporary art from all over the world.
Other areas of interest in Roppongi Hills include the Mori Garden just
behind the tower and the Grand Hyatt luxury hotel. Numerous shopping and dining
options can be found all across the complex, and there is also a large Toho Cinemas
movie theater that plays both Japanese and
international movies. The headquarters of
TV Asahi are also located on the grounds.
Roppongi Hills is about a five minute walk
from the Hibiya Line platform of Roppongi Station and a ten minute walk from the
Oedo Line platform of Roppongi Station.
Shops are typically open until 21:00 and
restaurants until 23:00.
上：森美術館インテリア、右上：展望台森タワー、森タワー外観、六本木プラザ、右下：六本木ヒルズのスカイラインビュー。
ABOVE: MORI ART MUSEUM INTERIOR, TOP RIGHT: OBSERVATORY DECK MORI TOWER, MORI TOWER EXTERIOR, MIDDLE RIGHT: ROPPONGI PLAZA,
BOTTOM RIGHT: SKYLINE VIEW OF ROPPONGI HILLS.

ROPPONGI HILLS
Roppongi Hills is one of the best examples
of a city within the city. Opened in 2003 in
the heart of Tokyo's Roppongi district, the
building complex features offices, apartments, shops, restaurants, a hotel, art museum, observation deck and more. The office
floors are home to leading companies from
the IT and financial sectors, and Roppongi
Hills has become a symbol of the Japanese
IT industry.
Roppongi Hills features more than
200 shops, cafes and restaurants. Most
shops specialize in fashion, accessories,
interior design and household goods, while

restaurants offer a wide array of Japanese
and international cuisine.
At the center of Roppongi Hills
stands the 238 meter Mori Tower, one
of the tallest buildings in the city. While
most of the building is occupied by office
space, the first few floors have restaurants
and shops and the top few floors house an
observation deck and modern art museum
that are open to the public.

THERE ARE FOUR
WRITING SYSTEMS
FOUND IN JAPAN:
ROMAJI (ROMANIZED
SPELLING), KATAKANA
(FOREIGN WORDS),
HIRAGANA (NATIVE
JAPANESE WORDS), AND
KANJI (ADOPTED CHINESE CHARACTERS).
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WESTERN TOKYO IS THE MOST POPULATED AREA, MOST ACTIVELY
CHANGING, AND THE MOST VIBRANT AND STYLISH AREA IN TOKYO.
IT IS THE DEFINITION OF THE CITY THAT NEVER SLEEPS.

西洋東京

WESTERN TOKYO
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西洋東京

二十九
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SHIBUYA
Shibuya is one of the twenty-three city
wards of Tokyo, but often refers to just
the popular shopping and entertainment
area found around Shibuya Station. In this
regard, Shibuya is one of Tokyo's most
colorful and busy districts, packed with
shopping, dining and nightclubs serving
swarms of visitors that come to the bustling
modern district everyday.
Shibuya is a center for youth
fashion and culture, and its streets are the
birthplace to many of Japan's fashion and
entertainment trends. Over a dozen major
department store branches can be found
around the area catering to all types of
shoppers. Most of the area's large department and fashion stores belong to either
Tokyu or Seibu, two competing corporations. A prominent landmark of Shibuya is
the large intersection in front of the station's Hachiko Exit. The intersection is
heavily decorated by neon advertisements
and giant video screens and gets flooded
by pedestrians each time the crossing light
turns green, making it a popular photo and
movie filming spot.
Shibuya Station and surroundings are undergoing major redevelopment
over the coming years. On the east side of
the station, a new large culture, shopping
and office complex, the Shibuya Hikarie,
opened in spring 2012. A year later, the
Tokyu Toyoko Line platforms were moved
underground, enabling through-traffic with
the Fukutoshin Subway Line.

Furthermore, a major redevelopment of the
Shibuya Station building is now underway,
including the construction of a new, 230
meter tall skyscraper to be completed by
around 2020 and the move of the platforms
of the JR Saikyo Line next to the platforms
of the JR Yamanote Line. In addition, the
pedestrian plaza on the west side of the
station will be enlarged and made more pedestrian friendly in combination with a rearrangement of the bus and taxi stops. The
entire project is scheduled for completion
around 2027.
Famous streets and districts in
Shibuya include Center Gai, the birthplace
of many Japanese fashion trends, Koen
Dori, which means "Park Street", leading to Yoyogi Park, Spain Slope, a narrow,
approximately 100 meter long pedestrian
street with stairs leading up the slope to
the Parco department store, and Love Hotel Hill, a high concentration of love hotels,
which offer couples a private room for a 2
to 3 hour "rest" during the day.

大きく：渋谷の主要交差点の一日中、右：夜の渋谷のパノラマ、狭い：渋谷の繁忙な歌舞伎町の夜間
LARGER: MIDDLE OF THE SHIBUYA MAIN CROSSING DURING THE DAY, RIGHT: PANORAMA OF SHIBUYA AT NIGHT,
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RIGHT: SHIBUYA 109 AN ICON OF THE SHIBUYA DISTRICT

SMALLER: BUSY KABUKICHO AREA OF SHIBUYA AT NIGHT

CHECK OUT SHIBUYA
109, A TREND SETTING
FASHION COMPLEX FOR
YOUNG WOMEN AND
AN ICON OF SHIBUYA
WITH MORE THAN ONE
HUNDRED BOUTIQUES
ON TEN FLOORS.

LEFT: BOY DRESSED IN HAKAMA, RIGHT: "CHITOSE AME" CANDY FOR SHICHI-GO-SAN.
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MEIJI SHRINE
A peaceful oasis in the heart of modern
Tokyo is the Meiji Shrine, sheltered by a
700,000 square-meter forest of 120,000
evergreen trees, donated from all parts of
Japan when the shrine was established.
Meiji Shrine is a shrine dedicated
to the deified spirits of Emperor Meiji and
his consort, Empress Shoken. Located just
beside the JR Yamanote Line's busy Harajuku Station, Meiji Shrine and the adjacent
Yoyogi Park make up a large forested area
within the densely built-up city. The spacious shrine grounds offer walking paths
that are great for a relaxing stroll.
The shrine was completed and
dedicated to the Emperor Meiji and the
Empress Shoken in 1920, eight years after
the passing of the emperor and six years
after the passing of the empress. The shrine
was destroyed during the Second World
War but was rebuilt shortly thereafter.
Emperor Meiji was the first emperor of modern Japan. He was born in
1852 and ascended to the throne in 1867
at the peak of the Meiji Restoration when
Japan's feudal era came to an end and the
emperor was restored to power. During the
Meiji Period, Japan modernized and westernized herself to join the world's major
powers by the time Emperor Meiji passed
away in 1912.
The main complex of shrine
buildings is located a ten minute walk
from both the southern entrance near
Harajuku Station and the northern entrance near Yoyogi Station. The elegant
entry into the shrine grounds is marked
by a massive torii gate, after which the
sights and sounds of the busy city are replaced by a tranquil forest.

The approximately 100,000 trees that
make up Meiji Jingu's forest were planted
during the shrine's construction and were
donated from regions across the entire
country to honor the shrine.
At the middle of the forest, Meiji
Jingu's buildings also have an air of tranquility distinct from the surrounding city.
Visitors to the shrine can take part in
typical Shinto activities, such as making
offerings at the main hall, buying charms
and amulets or writing out one's wish on
an ema. For this reason, Meiji Jingu is one
of the Japan's most popular shrines.
In the first days of the New Year,
the shrine regularly welcomes more than
three million visitors for the year's first
prayers (hatsumode), more than any other shrine or temple in the country. During the rest of the year, traditional Shinto
weddings can often be seen taking place
there. At the northern end of the shrine
grounds visitors will come across the
Meiji Jingu Treasure House, which was
constructed one year after the shrine was
opened. The Treasure House displays
many interesting personal belongings of
the Emperor and Empress, including the
carriage which the emperor rode to the
formal declaration of the Meiji Constitution in 1889.

上：明治神宮への森の接近に伴う鳥居門、下：明治神宮館
ABOVE: A TORII GATE ALONG THE FORESTED APPROACH TO MEIJI SHRINE, BELOW: THE OFFERING HALL OF MEIJI JINGU
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There is also a Museum Annex Building
just to the east of the main shrine buildings that displays temporary exhibitions.
A large area of the southern section of the shrine grounds is taken up by
the Inner Garden. The garden becomes
particularly popular during the middle of
June when the irises are in bloom. A small
well located within the garden, Kiyomasa's Well, is named after a military commander who dug it around 400 years ago.
The well was visited by the Emperor and
Empress while they were alive and has
become a popular spiritual "power spot".

Another large festival held there is the
Seijin-no-hi (Adults' Day), held on the
second Monday in January. This is a day
for 20-year-olds, who wear elaborate traditional dress to visit the shrine. Yet another is the Shichi-go-san-no-hi (SevenFive-Three Day), on November 15. The
festival is a traditional rite of passage in
Japan for three and seven-year-old girls
and three and five-year-old boys, to celebrate the growth and well-being of young
children. It is not a national holiday so it is
generally observed on the nearest weekend to the holiday.
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The approach to Meiji Shrine starts a few
steps from Harajuku Station on the JR
Yamanote Line or Meiji-jingu-mae Station on the Chiyoda Subway Line. The
shrine is open everyday from sunrise to
sunset for no charge.

SHICHI-GO-SAN WHICH
CELEBRATES THE AGES
3, 5 AND 7 IS CONSISTENT WITH EAST ASIAN
NUMEROLOGY, WHICH
HOLDS THAT ODD NUMBERS ARE LUCKY. THE
PRACTICE IS ALSO SET
TO THE FIFTEENTH OF
THE MONTH.

明治神宮の館内で伝統的な結婚式が行われています。
TRADITIONAL WEDDING BEING HELD AT THE OFFERING HALL OF THE MEIJI JINGU.
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HARAJUKU
Here you can find famous brand name
shops, cafes and restaurants for a more
adult clientele. The stylish Omotesando
Hills complex was opened in 2006 and targets fashion conscious urbanites in their
30s and 40s, while Kiddy Land has hundreds of unique toys for kids of all ages.
Harajuku Station also acts as a
gateway to local attractions such as the
Meiji Shrine, Yoyogi Park and Yoyogi National Gymnasium, making Harajuku and its
environment a popular spot in Tokyo for
both domestic and international tourists.

"KAWAII MONSTER
CAFE" IS THE NEWEST
CRAZY ATTRACTION IN
TOKYO'S FASHIONABLE
NEIGHBOURHOOD
OF HARAJUKU. THIS
UNUSUAL CAFE WILL
SURPRISE YOU WITH ITS
EDGY AND COLOURFUL
INTERIOR AND MENU.

上：サンタモニカクレープスたかした通り、下：ファッショングループ原宿の散歩。
ABOVE: SANTA MONICA CREPES TAKASHITA STREET, BELOW: FASHION GROUP WALKING STREEETS OF HARAJUKU.
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ABOVE: TAKESHITA STREET ENTRANCE GATE, BELOW: TAKESHITA STREET ON A BUSY DAY.

Harajuku is the area surrounding Tokyo's
famous Harajuku Station, which is between
Shinjuku and Shibuya on the Yamanote
Line. It is the center of Japan's most extreme teenage cultures and fashion styles,
but also offers shopping for adults and
some historic sights.
The focal point of Harajuku's
teenage culture is Takeshita Dori (Takeshita Street) and its side streets, which are
lined by many trendy shops, fashion boutiques, used clothes stores, crepe stands
and fast food outlets geared towards the
fashion and trend conscious teens. Just
south of Takeshita Dori and over twice its
length is Omotesando, a broad, tree lined
avenue sometimes referred to as Tokyo's
Champs-Elysees.

若いファッショナブルな女性がテタリストを見つけた。
LEFT: YOUNG FASHIONABLE WOMAN FOUND ON TAKESHITA STREE.
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